








Happy | Betty! | 
Betty Boop’s 50th Birthday Party | 


Conceived, compiled, & presented a 
by Off the Wall Cinema 






Wn her briet singing spot in the 1930 cartoon 
"Dizzy Dishes," Betty Boop, the only female cartoon 
star, was born, Grim Natwick, who designed setty 
for the studio of Max & Dave Fleischer, recalis,"i 
had a song sheet of Helen kane (Paramount's boop 
oop a doop girl) and the spit curls came from her. 50 
I just designed a little dog and put cute feminine 
legs on her and the earrings which later developed 
started out as long ears...i used a french poodle for the 
basic idea." setty's voice was done by several people, most 
importantly by Ann Little and Nae questal, Ann lasted only a 
short while betore going on the road with a betty Boop stage act, tae \uestal won 
an audition to replace Ann, and lasted until the series ended in 1939. Mae (more : 
recently Aunt Blubelle of commercial fame) identified so strongly with Betty she i 
almost lived tne part! a 
Note: As witn many tilms from tne Tnirties & vorties, there are occasional racial ; 
and sexual stereotypes in these cartoons, an unfortunate reflection on those times. B 
All titles in tonights show are produced by Max Fleischer & directed by Dave 
The films in tonight's show producedby Max Fleischer, directed by Dave Fleischer. 







Betty Boop 
as she was in 1930 














* Dizzy Dishes (8/9/30)(6%4 minutes) Animatorss Grim Natwick, Ted Sears (Talkartoon #6) 
The release date next to the above title marks the "birth" of Betty Boop, 
though it would be at least a year before she would be called that. The star 
of the Talkartoon series (the Fleischers' main series until Betty's own series 
started in August, 1932) was Bimbo the dog, the waiter in this cartoon, Up 
until about 1932 it was customary for each animator to draw the cartoon 
characters as he liked, no matter how pronounced the differences between the 
different versions. Compare Bimbo in this cartoon to the more standardized 
Bimbo of the next one. 
Í * Bimbo's Initiation (7/24/31)(6% minutes) Animators: none credited (Talkartoon #22} 
r With this cartoon, Betty became a regular in the 
Talkartoon series. This is one of the best of the 
: surreal cartoons, the stuff of true nightmares. 
J * Parade of the Wooden Soldiers (12/1/33)(84 minutes) 
Animators: Seymour Kneitel, 
William Henning. Musics Rubinotf & 
His Orchestra, (Betty Boop #3) / 













































The leischers’ version of the Victor 
Herbert operetta, “Babes in Toyland," by 
way of "King Kong." Gus Gorilla was the 
resident villain of the Talkartoon/ betty 
Boop series. 
Í * Poor Cinderella (8/1/34)(103 minutes) 
: Animatorss Seymour Kneitel, 
Roland Crandall, william Henning 
(Color Classic #1) 
Betty was adept at playing a wide variety 
of roles, including this "big budget” version 
of Cinderella. However, even the liberal use of the 










































Fleischers’ multi-plane camera and a guest appearance by a cartoon Rudy Vallee 
can't disguise the absent manic energy and the imposition of the sacharine, 
sentimental "Disney? influence on the Fleischer style, From here on, setty's 
memorable films were mostly behind her, leaving Popeye to carry on the 
tradition of the feisty, flippant Fleischer style. This was the first of the 
Fleischers’ Color Classic series (see the best of this series in our next 
show, “The Fabulous Fleischer Follies"), of which better things were in store. 
It was originally done in Cinecolor, a less-than-full-color process (Disney 
had bought temporary exclusive rights to the full color Technicolor) using 
red, green, and brown, To our knowledge, no prints in the original color exist. 
* When It's Sleepy Time Down South (11/11/32)(9 minutes} Animators: Seymour Kneitel, 
BY. a ernard Wolf, Musics: The Boswell Sisters. (Screen Song #62) 
Ever the consumate actress, Betty plays all three Boswell Sisters in the 
cartoon portion of this "Bouncing Ball" cartoon, her seventh and last 
appearance in this series, 
* The Old Man of the Mountain (8/2/33)(64 minutes) animators: Bernard Wolf, Thomas 
Johnson. Music: Cab Calloway (Hetty Boop #19) 
After that rather tame one, here's a bit of classic craziness before the 
intermission. This is one of three Betty Boop cartoons featuring Cab Calloway. 
-intermission- 
* Betty Boop's Birthday Party (4/21/33)(7 minutes) Animators: Seymour Aneitel, 
Myron Waldman (Betty Boop #14) 
* Betty Boop and the Little King (2/11/36)(6¢ minutes) Animators: Myron Waldman, 
Hicks Lokey (Betty Boop #48) 
The Little King was a popular syndicated comic strip, but unlike Popeye (also 
introduced in a Betty Boop cartoon), he could not transfer his popularity to 
the screen, Nice multi-plane camera work, Betty's return to vaudeville, and 
her revived flirty character combine to make this a rare good film from Betty's 
post-1934 era, 
* I Heard (9/1/33)(7# minutes) Animators: Willard Bowsky, Myron Waldman. Music: 


Don Redmond & His Orchestra. (Betty Boop #20) ; 
I wonder if the saloon she owns in this cartoon is the samep 


one she was employed in in “Dizzy Dishes," Anyway, check 
the great moving cutouts around the band at the openinge ! 
_ Don Redmond was one of the top bandleaders of the Thirties .@ 
* Betty Boop'’s Bamboo Isle (9/22/32)(8 minutes) Animators: i 
Seymour Kneitel, Bernard Wolf. Music: The Royal 
Samoans with Miri. (Betty Boop #4) 
Miri served as the rotoscoped model for Betty's dance in 
this terrific wedding of music and movement. while this 
ranks as one oi Betty's best, unfortunately, the racial 
stereotypes are among the worst. 
* Betty Boop, M.e D, (9/1/32)(6% minutes) Animators: Willard 
Bowsky, Thomas Goodson. Musics Ukelele ike. 
(Betty Boop #3) 
One of the better spot gag cartoons (i.e. no plot, but : 
plenty of gags strung together). The rather horrific image H 
at the end is the now classic image of Fredric March as Uy 
Mr, Hyde (from “Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, released that year) 
* Betty Boop for President (11/2/32)(64 minutes) Animators: T 
Seymour Kneitel, Roland Crandall (Betty Boop #6) 
Looks like a great platform to me, and just as realistic 


as Reagan's., Her imitation of Hoover is also better. 
* x # 






















































in a Cafe Atmosphere -Please, NO SMUKING in the theater. 

T3 Pean oe a -When leaving, please use tne rear exit, 
ambridge, Ma. 02139 hos o : Bite ag 
| 354-5678 recording ~Thank you. We hope you enjoyed the show, 

547-5255 office -Boop oop a doop! 


